
Zoning Board of Adj ustment
City of Lambertville

Regularly Scheduled Meeting Minutes
Thursday, March 29,2012,7:30 P.m.
Justice Center,25 South Union Street

The meeting was called to order at7:31p.m.by the Chairman, David Moraski with a

statement olcompliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, noticing the Beacon, the

Democrat, the Times, and posted to the bulletin board at City Hall and the website at

rvrvrv. lam beft vi I lenj.ors on Friday, March 23, 2A 12.

ROLL CALL.
Mrs. Ege called the roll as follows:
Presei: Fred Eisinger, Maura Fennessy., Ceorge Hambach, Phillip Macky. Pat

Pittore, David Moraski, and Kate Dunn - Alternate 1.

Absent: John Leyman.

Also presenr: Attorney Shurts, Engineer Clerico, Planner Weber, the Cify of
LamberWille's Constrlction Official, Ken Rogers, Cynthia Ege sat in for Crystal Lawton

as the Secretary.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
phillip Maclry made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted from the February 23.

20i2 session of the ZoningBoard of Adjustment. Pat Pittore seconded the motion. An

affirmative voice vote was taken in favor of the motion by all members present.

MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION, 39 DOUGLAS STREET, BLOCK 1068, LOT 5.11
There were six amendments to the resolution. They are as follow's:

L The resolution referred to basement apartment, and this should be changed to

"ground level."
Z. T-ire elevations of the house need to be put on the plans prior to the issuance of a

construction Permit.
3. Nurrber 14 of the resolution should be corrected to reference the two separate

levels of the aPartment.
4. Number 16 should be corrected to reflect the five stacked cars in the driveway'

5. Number 19 should reflect the testimony given that there will be only one licensed

driver residing at the PropertY.
6. Number 35 rJquires certification every year to the City Clerk that the property is

leased to a relative much like the requirements of an ECHO house'

Fred Eisinger made a motion to approve the amended Resolution for the use variance and

site plan *iir", filed for 39 Douglas street, Block 1068, Lot 5.11. Phillip Macky

seconded the motion. An affirmaiive roll call vote was taken in favor of the motion by all

members present, except Chairman Moraski who abstained. MOTION CARRIED'

MOMENT OF SILENCE
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Chairrnan Moraski asked for a motnent of silence in remembrance of steve Morland' who

represented ,oun, uppii*nis before trris UoarO throughout the years' Mr' Morland is also

credited rvith writi,g ffi;;;;;;*i"g otoinun"ces for the Citv of Lambertviile'

some of which are still on the books'

PUBLICHEARING.La4soUTHFRANKLINSTREET,BLocK

*3"tJJ,iffr.';?i,0., rvithin 200 feer orthis prope:q,anrl is not erigibre to participate

on this application. ililp M;;*,la1"-li.in.$ r.rutionship with Mr' Sirnpson" the

aoolicanr and he ,*.uu.J'f,imreti goth M;. t+arnbach and Mr' Macky stepped dorvn from

the nias during this aPPlication'

h,lr. Clerico's presence rvas noled for the rtinutes' He is not the engineer of record tbr the

zoningBoard. rro*"r", Jue to his rnorvled;;-irh: application prcviously approved by

the planning Board. he rvas asked to represJnt the Zoning Board tonight'

This application rvas filed by Robe{ G. Simpson of ?i4 South Franklin Street and is for a

..c,, variance from the strict application ";;;;;.p 
slope ordinance. 5 l9'5' steep slope

limits- hardship/b*ff. ,*lur.i. The application *as deemed complete at the Februarl'

session of the Zoning Board oraajustment. The applicant's attorney is Larvrence C'

wohl of Archer & Greiner, PC. and ,t ".-gi"* 
ot tttota is James ceglia oisiteworks'

New HoPe' PA.

The Zoning Board's Attomey deemed.the Board had jurisdiction over this matler and that

,h;;d;t: including lr''t t*ttirito mail notices' \Yere cornplete'

The follorving items rvere recorded by the city's Attorney as part of the application:

aOd"ndum A-l - The Application filed by Robert Simpson'

Addendu,r', A2 - Afild;vlit of Service and attachments'

Addendurn 43 - The applicants pfun= "o|,,il"'J 
by James Ceglia dated July 76'2A14"

revised December 6, 20 I 0'

Addendurn e+ - notert Clerico's plan sirbrnitted with the March 27'1Afi Report #2was

rnarked as A'4'

Addendtrm,A5_theproposeddweilingplandated2004preparedbyMr.Hanon.
Addend*m A6 - Two leiters fiom H*ntJrdon 

-ounry soil ionsetvation dated 09-07-10'

09-08-10.
Add"ndum A7 - Easement from George Hambach

TheZoningBoard.sAttorneysw.orethefollorvingpeopleinfortestimony:
Robert Sitnpson' ? 14 South Franklin Street - applicant'

,Janrcs Ceglia.6 Village squu,.. x** Hope, PA - certifred engineer and planner

in both the State of New 'lt'u*y *J etnniyiuonia' Mr' Cegilia has previously

appearedt,.to,"thisboardand,"u,deemedtohavetherequiredcredentials.
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Mr. Lawrence Wohl of Archer addressed the board members and stated that his client is

requesting relief from OrdinanceNumber l6-201i, Section 519 ofthe land use ordinance

for steep ilop.r and from the design for the driveway. He informed the members of the

board that the applicant purchased the property tiom foreclosure'

Mr. Roben Clerico' s letter of Ma rch 77 ,20 1 2 was reviewed and read into the record by

the applicant's attorney, Lawtence Wohl. The items marked rT'ith the record were

reviewed. Discussion ensued.

Mr. Ceglia informed the board members that there were problems with the initial plan

with thi location of the sewer main and a drain that ran under the entrance of the

driveway which would cause a problem with the pitch of the sewer line servicing the

properfy. The applicant had to either put in a pump or realign the sewer line to take

uOuuntug" of the gravity. A pump is not iavorable, so Mr. Simpson obtained an easement

from Mi. Hambaih, the owner olan adjoining propert-v, to run the sewer line across the

Hambach properfy-.

Mr. Sirnpson gave testimony that he was not in possession of the Hanon plan at the time.

He obtained approvals from the construction department and the sewer department. Mr.

Moraski asked Mr. Rogers if he w'anted to comment. Ken Rogers, the Construction

Official for the City of Lambertville was sworn in for testimony by the City's Attorney.

He stated that Mr. Simpson submitted an OPRA request in 2009 and received copies of

all pertinent resolutioni and viewed the plans on file in the Construction Office. Mr.

Wohl stated that Mr. Ceglia, the project engineer, was not aware of the Hanon's plan

because they were not fftd w.ith the deer1 rvith the Countl''. Mr. Ceglia was engaged in

March of 2010 by the aPPlicant.

Mr. Simpson gave testimony regarding the change in the drivervay' He staled,that the

drlvewa! waJinitially planned is a straight driveway and at the suggestion of his

excavator, they changed the driveway to the curve in front of the house because they

thought it'would deciease the 15% riop.. He also expressed concern for his safet5" with

the slraight driveway due to the drop off across the street during inclement weather. Mr'

Clerico asked rvhat the slope ended up at and Mr. Simpson responded it was 15%' The

concern is for the disturbance of land. The initial plans would have minimized the land

disturbance and required the driveway to be paved with a curb that rvould have diverted

the u,ater runoffso as to not cause damage to the roadway and surrounding properties.

Mr. Simpson would prefer to not pave the driveway giving him some traction during

inclement weather.

A discussion ensued regarding the best way to proceed rvith this project. The applicant's

attorney suggested that-the uppli.unt" engineer and the city's engineer work together on

the plans tJJnsure the propert-y- *u, 
"o*[I.ted 

to address the concern for adjoining
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plope$yandthepublicright0fway.Mrs.Ege.sittinginiortheboard.sSecretary.
reminded Mr. Wohl. the applicant's attonrey] that th; would 

'eqtlire 
escrow funds',The

applicant deposited $600 in his account prio. to the meeting, but the time spent at this

meetinglvilldepletethosefrrnds.ConcernlvaseKpressedtoensurethetundsare
availabletopayro,tr,.p*r"Ssionals'timeandreviewrequiredfortlreboard.

After much discussion, Chairman Moraski stated he would feel better having a plan to

look at pfior to grunft upprovals. Ivlr. wohl agreed that rvould be the best rvay to

proceed.

Mr. Clerico is not available the third Thursday of the month due to a prior commitmenl'

'fhe board and the -ppi[rr, 
"greed 

that this public hearing rvould be continued to the

lJay ll" meeting of the Za*ing Board of Ad.iustment'

MOTION rrsr ---^:^.- ^f+r^^ 7nn:
pat Pittore made a tnotion to grant a continuance to the May 31't session of the Zoning

Board of Adjustrnent. Maura Fennessey seconded the motion' An affirmative ro11 call

vote r,vas taken in faror of the niotion by all rnenrbers present. MorloN CARRIED'

fuIr. ceorge Harnbach and Mr. Phillip Macky retttrned to their position at the dais'

PUBLIC COMMENT.

Fred Eisinger asked about the status of the Munice properly' He rvas inquiring rvhy the

applicani took the #ffii"wn to the. foundation iince that 1'vas not approved by the

Board. The Constrr;;il [t,"iut stated Mr- Mu,ice saved everything' B-oard mem.bers

rvere instructeO to contact Mr. Moraski with their concerns and he rvould communicate

rhat 1., Mrs. Lar,r,ton'i* uppropriate action by the Building Sub Code Official'

Mrs. weber. the planner for the board, mentioned her concern for the escrow balances'

she questioned if the furchase,order.was on ttre list for payrnent tbr the Nelson

resolution. Mrs. Ege confirmed that it was. She 
"*pr"rs"d 

concern going forrvard for the

u"*ounr= in deficitwhich means she does not get paid'

Escrcrv balances were discussed. Mrs. Ege stated.that.part of'the issue is rvith the timely

submission of bills bi tfr* p.of".tionals .?presenting the Zoning Board' The. Chairtnan

rvill have a discussion rvith Crystal Larvton on liolv best to communicate and track

escrolv balances.

PAYMEHT OF BII.LS.
Pat Piuore made a *otion to authorize the payment of the bills on the bills list' George

Hambach seconaeO ih" motion. An affirmative voice vote was taken in favor of the

motion by all memb€rs present' MOTION CARRIED'
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AD'OURNMEITT
Pat Pittore made a motion to adjoum at i0:05 p.m. Kate Dunn

aflirmative voice vote lvas taken in favor of the motion by all
MOTION CARRIED.

seconded the motion. An
members present.

Cynthia L. Ege
CMR, RMC, City Clerk

AppTo^ved,at the regularly .scheduled session of Zoning Board of Adiustrnent held on

5ldr1, >


