
Historical Preservation Comrnission
City of Lambertville

Regularly Scheduled Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, June 12,2012,7:30 p.m.

Justice Center,25 South Union Street

The meeting was called to order at7:30 p.m.by the Chairman. Stewart Palilonis with a
statement of compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, noticing the Beacon, the
Democrat. the Times, and posted to the bulletin board at City Flall and the rvebsite at
rr rr_n .lantberti. i I leni.orq.

ROLL CALL
Mrs. Lawton called the roll as follows:
Present:

Absent:

Lou Toboz, Stewart Palilonis. Jim Amon, John Hencheck, Richard
Freedman. Bill Dorman, Nora Linderman

David Ringer

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lou Toboz made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted, for the May 8,ZAD
session of the Historical Preservation Commission. John Hencheck seconded the motion.
An affimtative voice vote was taken in favor of the motion by all members present. Bill
Dorman abstained from voting. MOTION CARRIED.

TNFORMAL - 11 BRIDGE STREET, BLOCK 1043 LOT 7
Danny Whitaker, a partial owner of the Lambertville Station and Inn, nas present at the
Commission meeting along with his architect Paul Swartz.

Mr. Whitaker presented a proposal to increase the size of the existing banquet room
Iocated at the Inn proposal to the Commission members.

Mr. Whitaker advised the Commission that on a monthly basis the Inn receives
approximately 110 phone calls inquiring about booking a wedding at the Inn. Out of that
they only book about 6 weddings per month.

Mr. Whitaker and his stafTcontacted the callers that did not book a rvedding and asked
what their reasoning was. A majority of the complaints were that the banquet room could
not accommodate the amount of guests they wanted. The banquet room currently can
accommodate 150 guests.

Some other complaints x'ere that the wedding party and guests have to walk down the
hallway to enter the banquet room, there is no pre-function area or chapel on site.

After hearing the feedback from the callers, Mr. Whitaker hired a wedding planner to
assist him in trying to increase the amount of weddings that the Inn books.

Paul Swartz spoke about the plans that they have drarvn up ior this project. He statsd that
the lolver level of the inn, rvhich currently is an open area due to flooding regulations.
They are proposing to have the new Chapel located in this location, as well as the pre-
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function area. All furniture and equipment that will be used for functions here will be

totally removable should an issue wiih flooding occur and to stay'r'vithin the restrictions

ofthe State.

The grand staircase will have a round element and will be have lighting installed' Mr'

Sl'aiz stated that this rvould be an excellent view for people coming across the bridge.

This addition w'ould be mostly within the existing piles'

Mr. palilonis stated that he rvould like to see a square grand staircase in place of the

round element that is ProPosed.

The proposed second story addition will have a bridal suite and two oftlces. The lnn

currently does not have a bridal suite.

The wall facing the river in the banquet room will be all window's to allow for more

lighting and a view ofthe river and Neu'Hope'

Mr. palilonis suggested mimicking the arches on the lorver level of the Inn for the

windorvs of the banquet room. Lou Toboz stated that if the applicant stalts try to mimic

things, they start to look fake'

Nora Linderrnan commented that she like the industrial look of the proposed project.

Mr. Whitaker was advised to take the Commissions suggestions into consideration and

appear before the Commission again once he has his final plans completed'

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

ADJOURNMENT
Jirn Amon made a motion to adjourn at 9:03 p.m. John Hencheck seconded the motion-

An affirmative voice vote R.as taken in favor of the motion by all rnembers present.

MOTION CARRIED.

Respfctftl I l1 subm itted.
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