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The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. by Robert Garrenger and the statement of compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act was made at that time.
 
ROLL CALL:
Present: Robert Garrenger, Robert Pierman, Megan Ruf, Loredona Cromarty, and Audrey Frankowski.  Mayor DelVecchio also was present.
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MINUTES
R. Garrenger led the Pledge of Allegiance.
 
ELY FIELD
 
Several issues related to Ely Field were discussed.  A split has developed in one of the aluminum poles supporting the play structure.  It appears to be a materials defect as opposed to a maintenance issue. Moreover, one of the rocking seats at the playground has broken off entirely and the other is starting to come loose from the rocking mechanism.  Bob Pierman indicated he would follow up with Public Works about the possibility of repair/replacement under warranty and also would explore obtaining replacement seats.   We also discussed the desirability of establishing a regular maintenance schedule for items such as mowing, tree trimming, etc. for Ely Field and on a citywide basis, for planning purposes in conjunction with Public Works.
 
VISIT FROM THE MAYOR
 
The commission was pleased to be joined by Mayor DelVecchio, who discussed the recent flood-related measures undertaken at Ely Field as well as matters related to capital needs and the funding of the commission.  We also discussed the importance of Public Works working closely with the commission regarding the establishment of priorities for ongoing maintenance, reasonable schedules, as well as special needs such as emergency repairs.  Law enforcement issues, such as vandalism in the parks and the discouragement of loose dogs on park property, also were discussed.
 
DISCUSSION OF CAVALLO PARK
 
Several issues associated with the commission’s efforts to upgrade Cavallo Park were discussed.  The commission unanimously (5-0) approved replacing the spinner at the park, which has been broken for some time and efforts to replace the bearings have not been successful.  The commission authorized the expenditure of up to $10,000 for the spinner and installation, subject to the appropriate public procurement procedures thru City Hall.  After discussion with the mayor it was agreed that the City would confirm that the current spinner is not fixable and will remove it.
 
 ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m. with a motion made by Ms. Frankowski and seconded by Ms. Cromarty.
